The object of this paper is to establish a probable, if not certain, theory, that the material of contagion is composed of organic matter, and " not only an organic but a living matter, endowed with individual life, which stands to the diseased body in the relation of a parasitic organic being." (p. 15 .) The chief grounds for this view are drawn from the phenomena of certain contagious diseases attacking the lower animals, especially those of the muscardine in the silkworm; and, from the connexion lately proved to exist between fermentation and the development and increase of infusoria and the minute algse. With these as facts, and with some ingenious reasonings, the author endeavours to show how all the phenomena of those diseases, which he presumes commence from miasma and spread by contagion, including smallpox, measles, scarlatina, dysentery, cholera, typhus, plague, certain forms of coryza and catarrh, one kind of puerperal fever, and some others, may be explained by his theory.
For the organic nature (whether independently living or not) of the matter of contagion, the chief arguments he advances are these : 1st, The same epidemic will rage under all circumstances of atmospheric and other physical externa] conditions; and we are, therefore, obliged to assume for its cause some poisonous material mixed in the air, and capable of being carried about in it and separated from it. 2d, The organic nature of this material is rendered probable, by its power of increasing by the assimilation of foreign substances, a power which, so far as we know, is peculiar to organic beings. Fermentation 3d, on the excitability of the whole system, and the degree of vital power.
These observations relate rather exclusively to normal sympathies; and this portion of the paper presents, on the whole, by far the most rational account of the subject that we remember to have read; every illustration is apt, and every argument judicious; but in the rest, which treats of " Morbid Sympathies," the author is less happy, because less familiar with the facts of his subject. 
